
Dyadic social identity 

 Ancient people were not individualistic – most of our inability to properly 

relate to Bible peoples come down to our lack of knowledge of 

honor/shame dynamics and a lack of understanding the dyadic community 

mindset. 

 Honor/shame culture tells us that there is only so much good reputation to 

go around, a zero-sum economy, and that everyone has to share from the 

same honor pool. Therefore if I have more honor, renown, fame, good 

reputation, then you have less. We are an innocence/guilt society and 

understand that good reputation is something that anyone can have if they 

live a life of integrity. But in the ancient world and even in the majority of 

the world today, honor is about how much you are respected, how much 

power and authority you have, how much your accomplishments impress 

people, and is not connected to a sense of inner integrity. 

 Individualism is what the Western world is all about. Western cultures are 

focused on emotions and personal fulfillment, we do not see ourselves as 

family and group entities but as unique individuals yearning to fulfill our 

personal destinies and to find emotional satisfaction. Individualism is, by 

nature, self-focused and geared towards the achievement of personal 

goals. If a person does realize their dreams, then they often feel that their 

life was wasted. Individuals focus on how they feel about themselves, what 

they should be doing and how they are feeling. When held back in any way, 

individualistic people are liable to become despondent or angry because 

individualistic people hate being told that they can’t do something, even if 

that something is damaging to society. 

 The people in the Bible, on the other hand, were dyadic. They thought and 

functioned as members of a group structure. Everyone, men and women, 

had clearly defined roles and prohibitions on dress, behavior and space. 

Men were not welcome in the sphere of women and women were not 

welcome in the sphere of men. There were jobs for women and jobs for 

men – and because of this, their families functioned very well. Men didn’t 

yearn to do women’s jobs and women didn’t yearn to do men’s jobs 



because they were both completely relying on societal feedback to tell 

them what they should be doing and if they were doing what they should 

be doing. 

 A Dyadic person has no concept of self outside of their social  group, and 

the individualistic person often struggles with functioning in a group. 

Dyadic people are hierarchical and can readily submit to authority without 

resentment or feelings of worthlessness or inferiority, whereas 

individualistic people tend to resent any authority other than their own. 

The more dyadic a person is, the happier they are as a cog in the social 

machine, the more individualistic a person is, the more they desire to be 

the one with their hand on the machine’s switch. 

 A Dyadic person does not question their place in society nor do they 

question the worth of their work in the social group. Individuals are often 

questioning “why on earth am I here” and “what’s in it for me.” 

 Modern Western people, especially women and misogynistic men, mistake 

this social mindset for ancient and biblical female oppression, but nothing 

could be further from the truth. Misogynistic men assume that “keeping a 

woman at home” required women to be under the thumbs of men, and 

women often assume that women were being kept at home against their 

wills. In truth, men and women were taught to find their sense of worth in 

serving their community according to their assigned gender roles and their 

value in society was not based upon being male or female, but upon how 

honorably they served the social group in their important assigned 

functions. 

 Thinking in terms of stereotypes, “All Cretans are liars” “all Galileeans are 

uneducated     scruffy looking nerfherders” 

 Our problem is that we cannot imagine anyone not being individualistic – 

but individualism is a relatively new mindset. Individualism was impossible 

in a survival based society – which described all ancient peoples. 
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 Surviving vs doing something, community vs self, past vs future, at the 

mercy of nature vs mastery over it, deferred vs instant gratification 

 Everyone exists in terms of who they are with respect to another person, 

hence we see Simon bar Jonah, Deborah the wife of Lappidoth, Mary and 

Martha the sisters of Lazarus, Nicodemus the Pharisee, Yeshua son of 

David, etc. 


