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Prayer Unites, Fear Destroys,
and
the
Myth
of
“Torah
Observance”
This week’s broadcast touches on COVID-19. I know we were
supposed to start in the Gospel of Mark, but I wanted to take
some time to address the power of prayer to unite, fear to
destroy and the myth of Torah observance (it’s just another
mantra, like “the law has been done away with”–no one really
keeps even all of it that can still conceivably be kept, which
I will prove). Some disturbing “prophecies” have popped up
from a number of people making claims that all this will be
over by the Passover, that this is the fault of the Jews for
not accepting the Messiah, that it is the fault of Christians,
and (already proven false among people in my own circle) that
anyone who keeps the Passover instead of Easter will not be
touched by the virus. I’ve seen the best and worst in people
over the course of the last ten days as people respond in
various ways to uncertainty and fear, which has been both an
eye-opening gift from God and a sobering look at the reality
of how far we have to go as a body in order to reflect His
character.
Here

is

the

awesome

article

I

mentioned

by

Doug

Friedman http://www.messianicassociation.org/ezine22-df.mosaic
-laws-messianic.htm
Thre is no transcript available on my website for this
episode. Next week I will be reairing last year’s Passover
broadcast about crucifixion, the slave’s death.

Yom Kippur Basics
We are now heading into the last of the official Feasts for
which I have not yet written a “basics” blog–Yom Kippur, the
holiest day of the year and since it is coming up next week
(2020–September 27th at sundown through the 28th at sundown on
the Rabbinic calendar this year–not on my husband’s birthday,
like last year) it is high time to tackle it. As far as Yom
Kippur goes, there are pretty much three main questions I get:
(1) Why do we need a day of atonement when Messiah already
atoned for us?
(2) What does it mean to afflict ourselves, we can do it
without fasting, right? What if I just promise to just sit
around and feel really guilty about my sins?
(3) What if I can’t fast for medical reasons?
Before I answer those three questions I am going to post the
“Yom Kippur” verses from the Torah.
29 “And it shall be a statute to you forever that in the
seventh month, on the tenth day of the month, you
shall afflict yourselves and shall do no work, either the
native or the stranger who sojourns among you. 30 For on this
day shall atonement be made for you to cleanse you. You shall
be clean before the Lord from all your sins. 31 It is a
Sabbath of solemn rest to you, and you shall afflict
yourselves; it is a statute forever. (Lev 16 ESV)
26 And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 27 “Now on the tenth
day of this seventh month is the Day of Atonement. It shall
be for you a time of holy convocation, and you shall afflict
yourselves and present a food offering to the Lord. 28 And
you shall not do any work on that very day, for it is a Day
of Atonement, to make atonement for you before the Lord your
God. 29 For whoever is not afflicted on that very day shall

be cut off from his people. 30 And whoever does any work on
that very day, that person I will destroy from among his
people. 31 You shall not do any work. It is a statute forever
throughout your generations in all your dwelling
places. 32 It shall be to you a Sabbath of solemn rest, and
you shall afflict yourselves. On the ninth day of the month
beginning at evening, from evening to evening shall you keep
your Sabbath.” (Lev 23, ESV)
I obviously left out the verses pertaining to the Yom Kippur
sacrifices/offerings because, well–no Temple. This is a basics
blog–it deals with our responsibilities to God and one another
and not the intricacies of the Yom Kippur sacrifices and their
spiritual significance and all that. So, no scapegoats here.
Now that the preliminaries are over with, let’s get to the
basics from the verses listed:
Statute forever. Tenth day of the seventh month. No work. A
solemn rest. Afflict yourselves.
This day is spent in total fasting–no food, no water, no
comforts, no entertainment. It is spent in prayer and petition
and in recognition that we are only forgiven by the grace of
God. This isn’t an earning of forgiveness, but an
acknowledgment of God’s authority and goodness–it is true
repentance as symbolized throughout the ages in the Biblical
text. Even the Ninevites knew how to please God through
fasting-centered repentance. We humble ourselves because He
deserves for us to acknowledge how inadequate our witness is
in the world–and by refusing to partake in the very blessings
that are a gift we do not deserve. After two thousand years,
there shouldn’t be any tribe or tongue that has not heard of
the Savior, but there are so many unreached peoples that we
ought to be ashamed of our lack of passion (and compassion) in
this area. People are dying without Him while we argue about
stupid stuff and eat three square meals a day and gorge

ourselves on entertainment and comforts of all sorts. Folks
have money for superfluous essential oils and Netflix but
seemingly none for the needy. We have plenty of reason to
repent and be humbled.
Of course, this commandment was written to people who were
living under a constitutional theocracy–which means that they
had God as their King, and He ruled according to the
commandments given in the Torah (the five books of Moses:
Genesis through Deuteronomy). This means they had no excuse
whatsoever not to stop working, absolutely nothing barring
them. They answered only to God and to the judges set up by
Moses. By the first century, things were more complicated. So
many Jews spread throughout the Roman Empire were slaves and
their masters had absolute power over their life and death.
They had not lived under a system that fully supported the
celebration (yes, celebration) of Yom Kippur for many hundreds
of years–except within the Holy Land. Likely those slaves kept
neither Sabbath nor Yom Kippur nor the Feasts as they were
commanded in Scripture. This was and is the consequence of
living in Exile–which Moses warned the Israelites about during
his own life–that they would be forced to live under the laws
of other nations as part of their punishment. That they would
be forced to serve masters other than God. Nehemiah 9 includes
a prayer where this fact is lamented–that even living in the
Land, they were not free.
And today we are in exile as well. We have restrictions on our
lives because Messiah is not yet ruling and reigning here on
earth. If He was then we could celebrate God’s festivals
without restriction. That we have restrictions now is one of
the reasons we mourn on Yom Kippur, and repent, and long for
His return to us so that we can be fully commandment-keeping
people in the world He created. So, just let me say that I
know people sometimes have severe work restrictions and
especially young people just starting out with no vacation (or
not enough vacation) and no sick days (or maybe they just

aren’t willing to lie and call in sick on a day of
repentance). And if you absolutely cannot get out of working
that day then please do what you can do. Don’t just give it up
and live it up that day. There is something you can do–there
is always something. We can always honor God, even if our
methods are curtailed by circumstances.
Now, to the questions:
(1) Why do we need a day of atonement when Messiah already
atoned for us?
This is a common question and it is very simple to answer.
Yeshua/Jesus bought our salvation and atonement as individuals
on the Passover when He was crucified. That part is done. Now,
we are obligated to live with Him as our Master, obeying Him
and walking as He walked–which, of course, is obeying the
Torah at such a deep, self-sacrificing and honest level that
it makes the written commandments of Exodus through
Deuteronomy look like child’s play. Yom Kippur, which is short
for Yom HaKippurim (Day of the Atonements), is a day for
National, not individual, atonements. We, as the Body of
Messiah, have not lived up to our calling to walk as our
Savior walked. We have shamed God, we have fallen short, we
have not done all that we could do either for Him or others.
We stand as shameless accusers of the brethren and gossips in
our online witness and terrible critics. Frankly, we owe Him a
corporate apology and need to ask His forgiveness for how we
have represented Him, for our corporate sins and for our
corporate ommissions, for failing to complete the Great
Commission, for falling away from keeping His commandments,
for cooperating with or ignoring or even supporting abortion
instead of working to eradicate it, for serving money instead
of Him, etc. We got some splainin’ to do. Yom Kippur isn’t
about salvation, it is about owning our failings as a
worldwide Body and asking to have our collective slate wiped
clean. This day isn’t about “his” failings or “her” failings
or “their” failings, but ours. We are all in this together and

that is one of the most important lessons of Yom Kippur.
(2) What does it mean to afflict ourselves, we can do it
without fasting, right? What if I just promise to just sit
around and feel really guilty about my sins?
The word translated into English as afflict is T’annu, and the
lemma, “ayin nun heh”  ענהmeans a whole bunch of unpleasant
things: to be wretched, emaciated, humiliated, oppressed. It
is a verb and not a noun, this is an action and not a state of
being. Although it is also a day that brings great joy because
it marks important transitions in the shemittah and jubilee
cycles and a release from slavery, the day itself sees us
behaving as servants who are being disciplined, yet have come
to trust in our Master’s goodness and forgiveness. The
question is, does a servant under discipline go boldly to his
master’s pantry while taking a day off of work and begin
eating as if it was a normal day? Let’s look at where the
verses with this word show up:
Then I proclaimed a fast there, at the river Ahava, that we
might humble ourselves before our God, to seek from him a safe
journey for ourselves, our children, and all our goods. (Ezra
8:21, ESV)
That reference to humbling ourselves is t’annot, the plural
version of the verb t’annu—and here Ezra says that he declared
a fast so that they would humble/afflict themselves. Clearly,
here t’annu is associated with affliction through fasting.
The afflicted shall eat and be satisfied; those who seek him
shall praise the Lord! May your hearts live forever! (Psalm
22:26, ESV)
Here, affliction is contrasted with a future state of eating
and being satisfied.
‘Why have we fasted, and you see it not? Why have we humbled
ourselves, and you take no knowledge of it?” (Is 58:3, ESV)

Again, same root word and here we have the added bonus of what
is referred to in ancient writings as a parallelism. In
parallelism, which is very common in ancient writings, you get
two phrases that say the exact same thing two different
ways—equating the two concepts. Both lines say the exact same
thing—we did X and you didn’t notice. In this case, X is
described in two ways—by fasting and humbling themselves, this
equates the two concepts. Fasting is equal to humbling oneself
which is another translation of the same root behind
affliction.
And you don’t even want to know how often this word shows up
in Job–it means real suffering, not just imaginary suffering.
Fortunately, all we are being asked to do is fast, so it
really is just symbolic suffering, depending on how enslaved
we are to our appetites. Almost no one actually NEEDS to eat
and drink every day. We just want to.
(3) What if I can’t fast for medical reasons?
Then don’t fast. Just don’t make a big deal about it or try to
invalidate the commandment. I have seen people do that and it
just boggles my mind. Trust that God understands, but don’t
try to haul people who can do this into sin because you feel
uncomfortable or condemned. Leave everyone else alone. It is
still a national requirement for those who can do it,
regardless of whether you can or think you can or whatever.

Context for Kids Volume 4 Now
Available!

Context for Kids Volume 4 is now
available at Amazon.com so I am giving
you a sneak peak at the first two
chapters. This book is, from start to
finish, one big lesson on how we are to
be true image-bearers of God through
following His Messiah, Yeshua/Jesus.
The first half of the book talks about
our original function, how that was
corrupted by the sin of Adam and Eve,
and how God directed the rest of the
history towards the New Creation on the
Cross and what that means in our lives. The last half of the
book is an exploration of what the Fruit of the Spirit should
look like in our lives based on the life of our Master.
From the back cover: Do you know why Jesus had to come in
human form and die a terrible death at the hands of the Roman
Empire? We all know the easy answers, but are they too easy?
What do the life, death, burial, and resurrection of the Son
of God have to do with humankind’s original mission in the
Garden? Was Jesus plan B, or was He always the only plan? What
does the Law given at Sinai have to do with the ongoing story
of redemption? What happened to mankind when idolatry entered
the picture, and how did Jesus reverse that damage? Finally,
what exactly is this New Creation referred to by Paul in his
second epistle to the Corinthians, and why is it one of the
central, while least understood, themes of Scripture? New
Creation studies is one of the hottest topics among scholars
today—one that is radically transforming our concept of what
it means to be a disciple of Christ. Arming kids with this
knowledge will equip them to live out their faith as adults.
Join me as we discover exactly why Jesus had to die by
crucifixion—and why that death and resurrection took the
polytheistic world by storm. Learn God’s plan for humanity as
it existed from the beginning, how humankind corrupted their
status as image-bearers, and how the New Creation –

inaugurated on the Cross – literally changed everything.
Order here <————
LESSON 1
God Is Not Like Us
“For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways
my ways, declares the Lord. For as the heavens are higher than
the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my
thoughts than your thoughts.” (Isaiah 55:8–9, ESV)
What was God telling the prophet Isaiah when He inspired him
to write this Scripture? The children of Israel were in
terrible trouble; they were divided into two different
countries: Israel in the north and Judah in the south. These
were the descendants of those who, seven hundred years
earlier, were united around the base of Mt Sinai, received the
commandments and heard the voice of God speaking from the
Mountain, and were sprinkled with the blood of the Covenant.
Their children had gone their own ways, and, under bad
leadership, were falling into more and more idol worship and
cruelty. Isaiah, and all the Bible prophets, called out to
Israel and Judah to persuade them to return to God with all
their heart, mind, and strength. Sometimes a good king would
rise up and lead the kingdom of Judah into more righteous
living for a while; but all too often, as soon as he died, a
wicked king would take his place and make things even worse.
So, what happened? Well, what always happens — people decide
for themselves what God wants and believes instead of
listening to what He says He wants and believes. When we do
that, we are treating our own thoughts and ways with more
respect than His. We are saying that our thoughts are actually
the same as, or better than, His thoughts; we are insisting
that our ways are the same as, or better than, His ways.
Throughout our lives, people will tell us that the Bible was

written by men who were just giving us their opinions; they
might even say that those men made up God entirely! Why do
they say such things? Well, the Bible presents an incredibly
challenging way of life; it tells us to love God first and to
love our neighbors in some very self-sacrificing ways. The
Scriptures command us to care for the widowed, poor, orphaned,
hungry and oppressed. That deprives us of our time and money.
We are commanded to kindness and compassion — to honor others
more highly than ourselves. God’s Word teaches us which things
are abominable — completely unacceptable — to Him. But if
those things appeal to us, personally, we might convince
ourselves that they really are acceptable to God. In some
cases, we may not want to do forbidden things, but because
other people do, we might feel so guilty or embarrassed about
what the Bible says that we ignore or discount it.
He says, “For I the Lord, do not change.” (Malachi 3:6a, ESV)
Unfortunately, we try to change Him whenever He tells us
something that we don’t want to hear. We also try to change
Him when we claim that He is like us. Have you ever heard
anyone say, “Jesus was a Conservative”? A Republican? A
Liberal? How about a Democrat? There are even books on the
market claiming such things, but that is a big mistake. What
Jesus was, and is, is the very image of the Living God. We
will discuss what that means in later lessons. In a nutshell,
it is saying that the only entity Jesus is like is God the
Father. Sometimes Conservatives and Liberals, Republicans and
Democrats, get something right, but it isn’t because Jesus is
like them; it’s because they decided to act like Jesus. That’s
a HUGE difference. Our job is to become like Jesus because He
is like God; He is the only flesh and blood perfect example
that we have. Jesus’s example, referred to throughout this
book, is going to teach us the differences between true
worship and idolatry, true images and false images, and good
fruit and bad fruit. Jesus is going to teach us about why He
died — and that is to make each of us into a New Creation.

HOMEWORK
This is a really short lesson because I have given you a lot
to think about in one day. Did you know that many people,
especially adults, go through their entire lives without it
ever occurring to them that God disagrees with them on
anything? Can you think of an instance where the Bible says
one thing but people claim that the opposite is true? Do God’s
churches always agree with Him and His Word? Read Isaiah
55:8–9 again, and then read what King Solomon wrote:
“What has been is what will be, and what has been done is what
will be done, and there is nothing new under the sun.” (Ecc
1:9, ESV)
Do you think we are any different than the people in the
Bible, or do we need to be careful not to fall into the same
exact traps?
LESSON 2

Made in His Image
There is a weird and mysterious verse in the first
chapter of Genesis that tells us God’s intentions in
making humans: “Then God said, “Let us make man in our
image, after our likeness. And let them have dominion
over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the
heavens and over the livestock and over all the earth
and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.”
So God created man in his own image, in the image of God
he created him; male and female he created them.” (Gen
1.26–27 ESV)
People often ask, “What does that mean? Does it mean
that God has a body as we do? Is God a human that looks
like us, or is He male and female at the same time?”
Well, to answer those questions we need to look at what
the word “image” means throughout the Bible.

There are two main kinds of images in the Scriptures —
true images and false images. Let’s talk about false
images first so we can get a better idea what a true
image might be.
We don’t really see it in our modern world, but in Bible
days the world was full of false images or idols. Idols
were carved or molded figurines of imaginary gods;
people would set small ones up in their homes, and
priests would set large ones up in temples. Now,
contrary to what a lot of people believe, no one thought
that these were the gods themselves. They believed that
an idol served as an intermediary.
Intermediary — a person or thing that acts as a link
between a person and their God/god; a type of mediator.
In the case of idolatry, the idols themselves were just
regular clay, wood, or metal — although sometimes they
would make them from special “sacred” wood or of metal
that “fell from heaven” (a meteorite). What made every
idol special in the eyes of the worshiper was the mouth
opening ceremony. To make an idol functional, the idol
maker or the priest would chant a special incantation
and touch a sacred dagger (or some other item) to the
mouth of the idol. This was done to fill the idol with
the life essence of the god — temporarily or
permanently.
Now, why would they do that? Were they trying to trap the god
in that idol? Nope.
You see, their gods were nothing like the One True God of the
Bible. Their gods needed to eat, sleep, and take baths! It may
seem funny, but they really believed that — and still do in
some religions even today. They didn’t have one God who
created and ran the entire universe single-handedly; they had
a whole bunch of gods in charge of specific things. They had a

god in charge of the sun and another in charge of the moon,
and it was obvious to them that the same god couldn’t do both
of those things! They had a god of storms, a god of
agriculture, a god of fertility, and…well, they had gods for
everything! Their gods weren’t good at multitasking; they
could only handle one job!
So what does that mean? Well, it means that each god had a
vitally important cosmic function.
Cosmic Function: a heathen god’s area of responsibility, e.g.
the sun, agriculture, fertility, etc.
Now here is where this became stressful for ancient idol
worshipers: they believed their gods had very important jobs
but that they also had to eat, sleep and bathe. If the gods
were expected to find food for themselves or take care of
their own needs, they might get distracted. Distracted gods
weren’t going to do their jobs well: the sun might not come
up, the rain might not fall, and the crops might die. Not only
that, but the people believed that distracted gods got angry
and sometimes meddled with humans just for fun. That was
almost never a good thing. People wanted their gods to stay as
far away from them as possible — doing their jobs and not
making trouble!
So, what to do? Well, they made an idol to represent the god,
performed a ceremony to put the life spirit of that god into
the idol, and then cared for it. They “fed” the idol, clothed
the idol, bathed it, oiled and perfumed it, and put it to bed
at night (or during the day). What does that sound like to
you? To me, it sounds an awful lot like they were treating the
idol as a king or queen, and that is exactly what they were
doing. Heathen priests were very much like a palace staff, and
ancient temples were palaces for gods. As the palace staff
cares for the king or queen so that they can do the hard work
of running the kingdom and protecting the people, idols were
similarly cared for in order to keep the world functioning

properly.
You might be wondering how they fed the idol when an idol
obviously cannot eat. Well, they would prepare the best food
they could find and set it before the idol. The god would then
“spiritually” eat the food while leaving the food itself
behind. The priests got to eat the leftovers, of course, but
feeding the god through an idol was the only way the people
believed the god would not starve to death. They really didn’t
think very highly of their gods in a lot of ways.
HOMEWORK/ART PROJECT
This week, I want you to think about false images. We are
going to spend the entire curriculum talking about the second
commandment and what it means in our everyday lives. In fact,
I would like for you to make a poster of Exodus 20:4–6, and
throughout the lessons I am going to encourage you to memorize
it. It is a verse that a lot of people misunderstand (or don’t
fully understand), but by the end of these lessons, you won’t
be one of those people!

